Reception Parents Newsletter 

17.10.14

I would like to take this opportunity as we near half-term to say a big thank you to all parents and carers for your continued support. I can confidently say that this half-term’s main aims of ensuring the children have settled in and have adjusted to the demands of a whole school day have been achieved, above and beyond. The credit lies firstly with you as parents/carers and also our classroom assistants, Mrs Astley, Ms Bateson and Mrs Allum who have worked extremely hard. I have thoroughly enjoyed working with each and every child so far and look forward to an action packed, hands-on second half to the Autumn term come November! 

This week we have been: 
· Learning a new Autumn rhyme which is similar to the one we already know but thought up by Mr Jones himself. 

· Studying nocturnal animals by listening to both fiction and non-fiction books about them and watching videos of them on the interactive whiteboard. We now know what animals are nocturnal but also which ones are diurnal too (daytime animals).
· Working in small teams to construct some new habitats for 2 owls, a hedgehog, a fox and a badger (see under ‘Autumn topic activities’ on our class page on the website to see and learn more about this.)
· Listening to and also watching a DVD of the story ‘Owl Babies’ and applying our current knowledge and understanding to this. 

· Practicing how to be safe and negotiate space when moving around the hall in Tuesday’s PE lesson. We also had a great time moving around the hall like various nocturnal animals. 

· On Tuesday we also had lots of fun visiting the mobile farm on the school field. We got to see and touch lots of different animals and learn more about them. It was also very funny to watch Ms Bateson and Mr Jones race 2 Alpacas across the field!

· In ‘Come and See’ we have summarising our ‘Myself’ topic by celebrating the wonderful work we have done such as the sock puppets and handprints. We experienced our very first collective worship as a class this morning where we took the opportunity to again recognise the importance of ourselves, our families and everyone else in our class.
· The children in Mr Jones’ phonics group have been learning the sounds ‘c’, ‘k’ and ‘ck’ and learning how to recognise and read tricky words/ high frequency words, ‘not’, ‘and’ and ‘into’. In Mrs Astley’s phonics group the children have been learning about alliteration and understanding what letter their name begins with.
If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Jones, Mrs Astley or Ms Bateson, who will be more than happy to help you. Many thanks, the Reception Team.
Additional information/notices


-If you can please attend our WELCOME WEDNESDAY morning next week from 9-10 and enjoy engaging in various activities with your child.


-After half-term we begin preparing for our class nativity  play which will be on the 18th December at 10am.


- Next Thursday evening from 5.30-6.30 it is the Nursery, Rec and KS1 PTFA Haloween party!


-Remember, if you witness any significant moments in your child’s learning outside of school please inform us using the parent post-it note pockets in the cloakroom!


-The ‘Parent Swap and Share Area’ on the Parent’s Board is for you to share any useful contact no’s or adverts for e.g. a Joiner or adverts for unwanted goods etc…. 








