Parent Curriculum Meeting
Autumn 2014 – Reception

Welcome to Reception 
In Reception, your child’s class teacher is Mr Jones. We have two full-time teaching assistants, these are Mrs Astley and Ms Bateson. We are fortunate enough to have Mrs Allum who helps us on Monday and Friday afternoon and Mrs Bowling as a volunteer each Thursday afternoon. 

Our Class Routines - The classroom door opens at 8.50, children may enter from then up to 9.00 when the door is closed. Over the coming weeks we will begin to introduce a self-registration system in which your child will select their name card and place it on our blue sign-in board before entering the classroom. We aim to begin each day promptly with our welcome and worship carpet session, where we talk about the day ahead, say our morning prayer and carry out our wake-up shake-up dance routine. Each day is planned so that the children have sufficient time to access the areas of provision (both indoor and outdoor) and they are taught Maths, Literacy and Phonics in the morning. Come and See and topic work usually takes place in the afternoons.

Behaviour - We have high expectations of behaviour and attitude. We encourage children to act in a sensible manner and to be caring and respectful towards both adults and children. Sometimes children do ‘fall out’ and feelings can get hurt. At St Anne’s we teach the children to reconcile their differences, to say sorry and forgive one another. We do not accept retaliation.  
Positive behaviour is rewarded by our bronze, silver and gold awards, and also by sticker, stars and praise. 
If your child has a worry in school, they should be encouraged to share it with the class teacher or another member of staff so that the problem can be resolved. 

Sickness – If your child has a sickness bug, they must be kept off school for 48 hours from the last bought of sickness. This is to prevent the spread of the virus.   

Head-lice – Please comb through your child’s hair with a nit comb every night. 

Billy the Bear - As some of you may know, we have our very own class bear. Each child over the course of the school will have the pleasure of taking Billy home for the weekend. So far 4 children have had the pleasure of giving Billy a fantastic, action packed weekend and we hope you and your child/children have had fun so far and will do in the future weeks and months. 

Star of the week system - Just like taking home Billy the Bear, we look to make sure that each child has the opportunity of being our ‘Star of the Week’. This is chosen between the Reception team each Friday and the selected child will be rewarded with a certificate, a prize from the ‘star box’ and have their picture displayed in the centre of the ‘Star of the Week’ board. 

Key worker groups – There are 2 Key Worker groups with 15 children in each. These groups were selected at random. We usually end each day in our KW groups where children may listen to various stories, play circle time games or watch videos relating to the current topic. 

Library sessions – Each child has the opportunity to visit the school library on a regular basis. To make this manageable we have split the class into 3 groups (Week 1,2,3 Children) and this is done a recurring system every Friday afternoon.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Parent Post-it note Pockets – The post-it note pockets are situated in the cloakroom. The idea of having these in place is to invite you as parents to inform us of any developments in your child’s learning away from school. 
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Using the ‘Talking Tub’ to plan our topics 
We initiate and plan our topics directly from the children’s interests and what the children wish to find out more about using our ‘Talking Tub’. The Talking Tub is filled with lots interesting artefacts, books, photographs and real objects relating to the chosen topic from which the children are encouraged to select objects and discuss what they already know and what they want to know more about. For example, in our recent talking tub centred around Autumn, questions arose from such as why do hedgehogs have spikes? Why do leaves fall off the trees in Autumn? ‘We could try to make a nest for a bird using twigs and leaves.’ It is these types of questions and comments that are the starting points for our planning, teaching and learning, and in the process support the children’s desire to want to learn and know more. Each topic is underpinned by the 7 areas of learning and we aim to plan an equal balance of topic-based activities that relate to these areas.  (See topic plan for more information our current Autumn topic).Most areas of continuous provision e.g. water, sand, home corner are appropriately enhanced each week in relation to the current topic and in the light of ongoing observations of children.   

Other Topics we are covering this term: 
People Who Help Us 
Christmas (We will also be doing a Reception Nativity this year on 18th December)

Come and See (Religious Education)
Come and See is our the Religious Education programme that we follow in which children are invited to ‘Explore’, ‘Reveal’ and ‘Respond’. Each topic is covered over 4 weeks and teaching and learning in Come and See equates to around 10% of the timetable each week (2 hours 15 mins). 
This Term we will study the following topics:
Family/Myself  - This focuses on children recognising the importance of their own name/family name, knowing that god loves each one of us and that we are all unique and special.
Judaism – Children learn about the Jewish faith. 
Welcome – This focuses on the importance of and the feeling of being welcomed and the call to belong. Baptism and being welcomed into God’s family.
Birthday (Advent/Christmas) – This focuses on knowing and understanding what a Birthday is. This topic also incorporates Advent; looking forward to Christmas and celebrating the Birthday of Jesus. 

PE - We look to begin our PE sessions from next week onwards, every Tuesday. Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school ready for this. Children will begin this term with having the opportunity to improve their fundamental movement skills such as jumping, running, throwing and catching etc. They will also learn to work in co-operation with others and use various PE apparatus. 

Homework - Occasionally homework will be set in a way that encourages you as parents to become more involved in your child’s learning. The activities set will be primarily exploratory in their nature. For example, for our autumn topic it might involve researching an interesting fact about hedgehogs or collecting 5 different coloured leaves. 












