ABSENCES IN TERM TIME
Unauthorised absences in term time are a very contentious issue and the Government and Lancashire County Council are constantly vigilant about any absence from school. Headteachers are under constant pressure from the authorities to maintain high levels of attendance and at St Anne’s we have a target for attendance of 96%.
The Headteacher has the discretion whether or not to authorise any absence by a child in school. 

Absence due to illness

Absence due to illness needs to be reported so that school is aware of the situation.

The Headteacher could request evidence regarding illness, e.g. a prescription, appointment card, or note from doctor's surgery, if there is doubt over the reason for/length of absence.

Absence excluding illness

With regard to other absences, school will expect the parent to make a written request in advance.  When a request is made, the Headteacher will consider

· Previous patterns of absence

· Exceptional circumstances

before deciding whether or not to authorise the absence. Under new Regulations which came into force in September 2013, absence can only be authorised in exceptional circumstances.  Therefore, it is vital that there is communication between parents and the Headteacher as specific levels of unauthorised absence could result in legal action by the local authority against the parent.

Section 444 (1) of the Education Act 1996 states: "If a child of compulsory school age (5 – 18 years) who is a registered pupil at a school fails to attend regularly, his parent is guilty of an offence."

Section 444 (1A) additionally contains a further "aggravated" offence which could apply to unauthorised absence for holiday; "If in the circumstances mentioned in subsection (1) the parent knows that his child is failing to attend regularly at the school and fails to cause him to do so, he is guilty of an offence." 

· A person found guilty of an offence under that subsection is liable on summary conviction to a fine of up to £2500 or to a sentence of imprisonment not exceeding 3 months.

It is the constant wish of all at St. Anne’s  to support children and families. All requests for absence in term time will be considered sympathetically but parents need to be clear about their responsibilities – poor absence rates will be followed up by further investigation and clear persistent violation of rules regarding absence will, out of necessity, be referred to Lancashire County Council and the issuing of a Penalty Notice could be considered.
Kind regards,

Mr J Mills 

Chair of Govenors
